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wonder Liibeck's merchants loved to quote the proud
couplet:

" Was willst begehren inehr,

Als die alte Liibsche Elir?"
("What more will you desire than the old Liibeck honour? ")

./Eneas Sylvius Piccolomini, afterwards Pope Pius
II., when travelling through Europe as Chancellor
of the Emperor: Frederick III., visited Liibeck, and
writes of it as the town which surpasses all others in
the wealth and magnificence of its buildings and
churches. The same praise is echoed a little later by
a rare guest, the Metropolitan of Moscow, who passed
through Liibeck on his way to Florence, to be present
at the great church council held there by Eugene IV.
^Eneas also visited Danzig, and says it was so well
equipped for land and sea warfare, that It could call
under arms at least 50,000 men.

The prominence of the cities varied greatly. Cir-
cumstances which at one time might be to their
advantage, might at another time prove adverse.
Thus Wisby, after its sacking by Waldemar, was the
victim of an accidental fire, which destroyed all that
the Dane had spared. In consequence it fell at once
from its position of importance, and its very site, once
the source of its strength, became the cause of its
downfall, for it proved a most convenient station to
pirates. Where the merchant had safely halted, he
was now in peril of life and goods.

To the question put at various times to the Hansa's
ambassadors " which are the Hansa's cities ? " evasive
replies were given, either " those towns that fought the
Hansa's battles ;" or a few were enumerated, and the